
Pak J Med Sci     May - June  2018    Vol. 34   No. 3      www.pjms.com.pk     776

 This refers to the manuscript entitled 
“Examination of short and long term complications 
of thermocautery, plastic clamping, and surgical 
circumcision techniques” published in  November-
December 2017 issue of Pakistan Journal of Medical 
Sciences.1

 This is a remarkable study despite the 
limitations pointed out by the author. I think 
that “thermocautery” should be considered as a 
device rather than a circumcision technique and 
“thermocautery - assisted shield / or guillotine 
technique” would be a more proper definition. 
In fact, this is a modification of a standard and 
common surgical circumcision technique, where the 
skin is cut with thermocautery instead of scalpel or 
scissor. It is also very effective for coagulating small 
vessels and obviates the need for electrosurgical 
cautery.
 Thermocautery is commonly mistaken for 
monopolar electrocautery, even by urology 
specialists and pediatric surgeons. The working 
principle of the devices is completely different. It is 
well known that monopolar electrocautery should 

be used very carefully in penile surgery -especially 
in children - due to the risk of electrical current 
damage. However thermocautery can be safely 
used over a metal clamp and direct contact to the 
clamp is harmless.
 Thermocautery-assisted shield technique is being 
used for over 30 years at our circumcision clinic 
(Kemal Ozkan Circumcision Clinic) and over 80.000 
circumcisions have been performed without any 
complication related to the device. Considering 
that a very large percentage of the circumcisions 
are being performed under local anesthesia in our 
country, reduced procedure time and bloodless 
operating scene are the major advantages of this 
method. Without any doubt, experience and 
precision are the key factors regardless of the 
surgical technique.

REFERENCE
1. Tuncer AA, Erten EEA. Examination of short and long 

term complications of thermocautery, plastic clamping, 
and surgical circumcision techniques. Pak J Med Sci. 
2017;33(6):1418-1423.   doi: https://doi.org/10.12669/
pjms.336.13640

Correspondence

Examination of short and long term complications of thermocautery, 
plastic clamping, and surgical circumcision techniques

Levend Ozkan

doi: https://doi.org/10.12669/pjms.343.15273
How to cite this:
Ozkan L. Examination of short and long term complications of thermocautery, plastic clamping, and surgical circumcision techniques. 
Pak J Med Sci. 2018;34(3):776.   doi: https://doi.org/10.12669/pjms.343.15273

This is an Open Access article distributed under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution License (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0), 
which permits unrestricted use, distribution, and reproduction in any medium, provided the original work is properly cited.

 Correspondence:

 Dr. Levend Ozkan
 Associate Professor,
 Private Practice / Kemal Ozkan Circumcision Clinic, 
 Istanbul, Turkey.
	 (Küçükbakkalköy	Mah,	Atilla	İlhan	Caddesi	No:	8/24,	34750,	
	 Ataşehir,	İstanbul,	Turkey).
 E-mail: info@drlevendozkan.com

  * Received	for	Publication:	 April	2,	2018

  * Accepted	for	Publication:	 May	5,	2018

mailto:info@drlevendozkan.com

	_GoBack
	_GoBack
	OLE_LINK2
	OLE_LINK1
	_GoBack
	_ENREF_288
	_GoBack
	_GoBack
	_GoBack
	_GoBack
	_GoBack
	_GoBack
	_ENREF_1
	_ENREF_2
	_ENREF_3
	_ENREF_4
	_ENREF_5
	_ENREF_6
	_ENREF_7
	_ENREF_8
	_ENREF_9
	_ENREF_10
	_ENREF_11
	_ENREF_12
	_ENREF_13
	_GoBack
	_GoBack
	_GoBack
	_GoBack
	_GoBack
	_GoBack
	_GoBack
	_GoBack
	_GoBack
	_GoBack
	_GoBack
	_Hlk513125225
	_Hlk503257568
	_Hlk503533813
	_Hlk505158713
	_Hlk504655860
	_Hlk504655553
	_Hlk505159710
	_Hlk503534153
	_Hlk503353940
	_Hlk492117812
	_Hlk492119187
	_Hlk492119734
	_Hlk492119864
	_Hlk492114933
	_GoBack
	ft5
	ft38
	ft6
	ft42
	_GoBack
	_GoBack

